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' 6 Smallpox is a thing of the 
-past B>@ scourge 
‘ that has Ki'ipd minims ' 

: -•- * wilt never again 

threaten, anyone _ Thafs- 

what.uoientims 

- ore supposed to do* mrftf? 5 




It was only a small Item, dawn tn the comer 
at a page of tto Sunday New toft Timas 
",. ...smallpox has beart.eradic^ted,' 

The World Huailh Organization (WHO) 
ofli-btarly announced that smallpox has . 
been wiped out everywhere on Earth, Orte 
, of the gwat.ktlfer diseases has %elt b<tsn " 
killer:. No more need for smallpox 
Wscpfnatidns, Nomore nged-for - 
■international travelers to carry the yellow 
oarrjo that prove they are not bearers of -. 
the dreaded disease as they cross \. , 

The rest of the hews that same day was 
fill ed With the usual passions hots, threats', „ 
:pt ysran terrorism, starvation,,population , : ' 
prtoemsm India andtom-Amefies, 
inflatfon, unempldymeht,'strikes . on add 

Afnetioans wdrain thd streets, marching, 
in memory pf those who wefekillpd In 
military service Ifwas-Veferans Day.whert " 
we honor pur dead and remember the 

Iranians were in the streets, too, In 
lohran, where they held more trior; 60 > 
American citizens hostage id the U.S.'s ■ 
Embassy and were demanding tfi® rntum 
Of their deposedshah so thaftie could ' i 
face the Ayatollah Ruhollah «boftwnPs 

No public celebrations,yetted the 
■ news from WHO No one chewed from any 
rooftop, Siwtfppk isatpibgofthe past’ 

.The’scourge that nas kilted fnltlidns and ■ 
scutod hundred*of millions win never, : 
again tiregteo.any.'ohildor adult Hit butftr 
That's whatsgiPntiSts are supposed ippp, 

WeH, fab.tt is Brit how often does the 
public stapto refleof that what scientists, 
do isfafto miraculous? 

Perhaps P-m prejudiced. I started my ‘ , 

writing carrier as a newspaper reporter 

;backihth@(4teia4te.Ev®fysufft»af:-m ' 
those days, newspapers earned gfpog, 
ugly funnrng Story abqtrpolis -It wae-fcr' 
covering the baseball s 






number otcWldren who had died of polio, 
the nurnbr-r praoed in iron lungs, the 
number crippled tor life 
That's tile. What can you do about it? 
Then orjespnhgttaf we carriedone - 
singia;;ror., bor,s:of human interest Plenty 
of wonderful photographs Children were 
tong intouldfea with this Salk vaccine. 
Good trrrnt-bagn ykjlfna kid screaming- 

bloody.murder as a doctor jabbed. a 
needle Into his arrn and hioanxious 
. mother nirrlnd bravely inthe background.' ’ 
Thar was a dull summer poiiovrise .And 
therehasnawJrbaehafiotobfsummer - 


Npw we've wiped but eirrailptsc Wve. 
eliminated another krlterdiseas® 

A curious todblkhir* fakes place in 
most human minds Oh subjects such ay, 1 

this Polio, smallpox,tuteroufosfs,for..* 

Spurjt|essage4were regarded as. . 
inevitable natural disasters that 
humankind jus! had to Bear dcourgee senl. 
by the gods lo keep us incur place, men 
setwee—'theproduot ot human 
thought—put? an wd to these disba#e, 


toingfft thdnatUwf order*! things 

The samepadpte,vi(ho yntblrtkihgly 
rascsptthsgiftpf life f/prwhodafrt 
■ science, as if SEiefitiststosuppdsed'to 
produce ihiraoiesthe.wayehickefts' < , 
prcducaeggs, ate quifik-tatolsttorhodem 
'sdwc®f4r.f»wydf the problems that out 

society has net solved , ■ 

‘No more nuKesT they chant, holding 
.science {andscientists} resoonsrole for ■ 

dr- . GO' 

"No DMA experiments/' they shorn , 
visions of hor ror rnpviasdaneingih ihen : 
hpads. 

"No,research on Wolligesce," they 1 
demand, being .told that suqh studies are 
done by “elitists,” , , ... " 

Such people fofrrifhe Shookttoops fpr 
the armies of iggprance, tiiahottof place, 
or another time, they would be shouting, 
“Death tg.fteBhph;" or'town with 
..tjaljpo,” oreyaip'Sjeg Hell!-like Konrad 
.torlnz's ducklings, they Will fhllow 
. Whatever,dr.whogvermoves across thatr, 
feid of vised at ttogrttcal mbmehl when 
they are ready for rmpnnting. - 

. .■...■ ■ 

truehopetpr a better future, tosrSce. ttoj 
'most human activity thuthuman beings 
engage in, tbettighest expression of , 
rational human, thought . 

Yon. the work of scientists can read to 
nuclear reactors or genetic engitoer'*g or 
somputerSthat ate smartef, than we ' ' 


art also lead to the banishment of 
disease, hunger—and ignorance.. 

ft*, beyond all the controversy on the , ■ 
uses of scientific knowledge lias thefapf 
that the ultimate goaf of science was 
<■ summed up beautifully by,ftp English poet,* 
John Donne, nearly four crenthnoc ago, 
Death be not proud, though some have 
called [hoc 

Mighty and dreadful fry thou art nql . 





IBM'S GREATEST HITS. 



These aren’t the kind of “platters” 
they spin at discos. But they are record- 
^ ings, and they’ve sold in the millions. 

They’re magnetic disks, and what 
Ithey record is information for storage 
pin computers. 

They were introduced by IBM in 
the mid-50’s and revolutionized 
data processing because they gave 
the user quicker access to his 
^information. 

Since then, disk storage has been 
f universally adopted by the computer 
industry. 

Without it, making airline and rental 
car reservations, credit card transactions, 
and 24-hour banking, to name just a 
few uses, would be all but impossible. 
But the most important thing about disk storage is that at IBM we’re 
still inventing it. Finding new ways to pack more information into less space, 
and retrieve it faster, all for less cost. 

Today a single 8"disk (the small one at left above) can store as much 
information as 120 of the 24" disks (the big one at the top) used in the first 
disk storage system we built. The 8"disk can, in fact, pack all the information 
on 22 newspaper pages into a space the size of a postage stamp! 

Information that used to be stored at a cost of $150 can now be stored 
for about $1. 

Technology has gone through the roof. 

The cost of using a computer has gone through the basement. 

And the person who’s getting more for his money is you. TB lg ; 
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EARTH 













He created some of the 
world’s most passionate music 

Yet he died whispering 
the name of a woman henad 
never met. 


She was his patroness 


ntic works And yet he shrank 

r support from him. Yet years 
:t died with Tchaikovsky But the 


greatest music- Played by the greatest orchestras (like the 
Boston, Chicago, Philadelphia). Interpreted by the foremost 
conductors (tike Munch, Ormandy, Ozawa) Performed by 
leading soloists (like Richter, Gilels, Caballe, Landowska). 

In future albums you will thrill to the genius of Mozart, Bach. 
Beethoven, Brahms, Debussy, Mahler...morethan 20com¬ 


bi richer understanding as well as 
:h album is enhanced with acolor- 
iposer's life and times, plus program 
n exactly what to listen for. 


Here is a connoisseur’s choice of Tchaikovsky’s creations, 
recorded in finest stereo sound by artists who have no peer. 
You’ll hear Van Cliburn’s rendition of tine Piano Concerto No. 1 
in B Flat Minor.- .Jascha Heifetz and the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra (conducted by Fritz Reiner) playing the Violin Concer¬ 
to m'D Major.. .the Symphony No. 6inB Minor (Pathetique ), 
performed by the Boston Symphony Orchestra under the 
direction of Pierre Monteux.. .Eugene Ormandy conducting 
the Philadelphia Orchestra,in The Sleeping Beauty. 


And you'll listen v 


booklet complete with Listener’s Guide, AND the $19.95 
deluxe edition of The Golden Encyclopedia of Music -yours 
free just for purchasing Tchaikovsky and agreeing to audition 

If after 10 days you decide you’d like to own this $47.87 
value, it’s yours for only $19.95, plus shipping and handling. 

If, however, you are not completely delighted, return the album 
and encyclopedia and owe nothing. Send no money. Just ma; 
the postage-paid order card. Or write TIME-LIFE RECORDS. 
Time & Life Building; Chicago, IL 60611. 


Great Men of Music Pj§§ 


FREE BOOK! 

THE GOLDEN 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 
br MUSIC 




ITIMEI 


Also available 
on tape cassettes. 


Lose yourself 
in the passion of 
TCHAIKOVSKY 
as your introduction 
to the Great Men 
of Music series. 

■r 
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LISTENING TO LIFE 


LIFE 

By Dr. Bernard Dixon 










THE AI3TS 




















































Ihc Final \7bion Of John Barry 
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The Final \?bk>n OF John Barrv 
















UFO UPDATE 
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‘God made the integers, 
man made the rest" 

— Leopold Kronecker 



Space burial as portrayed in 
movie The Loved One 
flight has been returned. 

Astro Burial doesn’t qualify 
for the getaway special’s 
noncommercial rates NASA 
spokesman Dick Young told 
Omni that Astro Burial must 

$1,800,000 for space in the 
mam cargo area 
An undaunted Roberto 

fa a federal grant If this 
doesn’t work, he's willing to 
go to court "Only giant cor¬ 
porations can afford the 

need argue is that NASA, 
after building the shuttle on 
public funds, is discriminat¬ 
ing against small 
businesses C R 
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ORTHOHEALING 

With vitamins and minerals, 
a few doctors are rebuilding medicine 


BY BELINDA DUMONT 

r 

lannng 1 The alarm clock's 
nerve-shattering jangle goads you into a groggy wakeful¬ 
ness that makes you feel as if you'd never slept Nausea 
stirs your innards, and your mouth tastes as if the Russian 


PAINTING BY WOLFGANG HUTTER 

































Translate English into French, German, Spanish, Italian and Japanese. 

Or vice versa. Make metric conversions. Learn phonetics, nutrition, 

--— - --— - bartending, and wines. Not 

to mention word games 
and Las Vegas secrets. 
Quasar’s new Information 


pocket professor. Its 
interchangeable memory 
capsules make you an instant 
expert on almost anything. % 
And our capsule library 
gets bigger every-day. 

A learning center in the 
palm of your hand. Another*^, 
great idea from Quasar.., ^ 
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MESSAGE 

FROM 

EARTH 

The rneafting.seemed clear 
- until the aliens 
-sent m their responses 
BY IAN STEWART . 

F/enefs of space, 
how are you all? Have you eaten yet? 

— Amoy greeting carried by Voyagerl 
NASA launched Voyager 1 in the 

skimmed past lo and Ganymede, 
sending back to Earth magnificent pic¬ 
tures of Jupiter and its satellites. In 
1980 it swung past the ringed giant 
Saturn, headed on to Uranus, and 
whirled off into interstellar space to- 

3888 in Ursa Minor. Voyager2 followed 
half a year later. 

Mounted on the side of each craft 
























































































“Collect U.S. Olympic stamps. 
Every one’s a winner.” 


The i 


>f the games? 

Dmplete Olympic series 
lorful variety of wi- 


“This year, there’s an Olympic Swimming. Track. Rowing. The 
event everyone can enter” says Decathlon. And more. And you cat 
Olympian Peggy Fleming. get them all at your local Post 

“Collecting the 1980 U.S. Olympic Office. Collect the whole series. 

Commemorative stamps. They As Peggy says, “They’re a great I 

capture all the spirit, drama and way to share the excitement of the 

Olympics with your family.” 


U.S. Postal Service = 
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iThe artist’s architectural background and imagination took the place of hard data* 

















iBonestell's eye conveyed to a generation the wonde 


’ beauty of space travel 3 










all the world around us, 

and almost every 

bit of it has been cooked 

up inside a star ," 

marvels this Nobel Prize-winning 

radio astronomer 
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£ Designed for the unpre dictable 
wind action of alpine slopes, ski-chutes 
are controlled by special vents 
that respond to a steering bart 














• Racing up a glacier, only to jump off 
■ into space once you've, reached 
the summit, fuses the best elements 
of skiing and parachuting. 9 














FICTION 

Presidential Transcript No. 21 
Recording dated: 17 January 1996 
Location: The Oval Office 
Subject: The President’s Image 


THE 

PRESIDENT'S 

IMAGE 

BY STEPHEN ROBINETT 


I have called you all here 
for a special reason The '96 primary looms before us, and I 
have yet to announce I want all of you to be the first to hear 

Groans and disappointment’ Hear me out Only then will 

The latest polls show a new issue emerging, one that 
could overshadow the excellent record we have compiled 
The issue has nothing to do with our programs Those have 
been embraced enthusiastically by the American people 
The problem is of a different order, not the substance of our 
administration, but the form, the image, more accurately, 

Let me be more specific According to our sampling, I 
am seen by the electorate as competent, efficient imagi- 

four-year term ^questioned The meJia have dubbed us 


PAINTING BY FRIEDRICH : FICHU MANN 














































FUTURE CURVES 

OMNI SUWEY5 THE RQAL SOCIETY 


that chop DNA into pieces, pro¬ 
to create Me in a test tube 

• Increased understanding of 
the relationship between elec¬ 
tromagnetism and weak nuclear 
forces—a step toward the uni¬ 
fied field theory initiated, but 
never completed, by Einstein 

• Developments in ways of 
reading the coded messages of 
DNA, notably the discovery of 
overlapprng genes that read like 
several telegrams mixed in one. 

• Confirmation that variations in 


• Detection of background 

bang that created the universe 

These am five sensational ad¬ 
vances made in the past de¬ 
cade, according to a survey conducted by 
the Fellows of Great Britain's Royal Society Founded 
the mid-seventeenth century, the Royal Society is " 
world's oldest scientific association and marguabty i 
of its mast prestigious. Such ' 

Pepys, Isaac - 

the earliest members Admittance to the society is limited 
to the finest scientific minds in Britain Thirty-two new 
members are elected each year from some 3S0 cande 
dates, all of them first-rate researchers As a unique body 
of expertise, the society holds a position in the world of 
science that is unrtyated 

The investigation, sponsored by Omni rather than by 
the Royal Society itself, was designed to pinpoint those 
developments in the last decade that will probably have 
the g reatest impact on the future A simple questionnaire 
Was sent to some 700 eminent Fellows. They were asked 
to efts “the outstanding scientific paper of the past de¬ 
cade," but the reply Gard also included an option for 
those who felt it was not possible to select one individual 
reference. The-""-- " ' ‘ 


chose what he regarded as the 
worst paper of the past decade, 
enumerating its Nulls In purple 
And an unexpected reply 



majority of respondents (19f) quoted a | 


raveled and followed shortly after Dr Sanger’s group and 
a second team working under Dr Walter Gilbert had 
improved methods for reading DNA sequences. An ex¬ 
tremely simple fifeform, PhiX-174 proved to contain 5,375 
words. Grouped into sentences—genes—they specify 
the composition of avirus partied when it replicates, and 
Indeed they control all its functions 
A perplexing revelation from this work was that the 
genes overlap. Like a telegram with no spacing, the 
coded message read entirety differently, depending on 
whether one began with the first second, or third tetter 


artificial or contnved, 
ikoo and lairo Oshima to re¬ 
ed by Dr Francis Crick and 

s sent here billions of years 


eaof Earth 
agobt 
other | 


lie Orgel [Icarus, V 


in this way Of these, 78 Fellows cited specific references. 

Only 46 indicated no choice 
Even the more negative replies—and replies fre 
those missing the point—furnished some remarkable i 

sights “If It were possible to ‘ . 

ence would lose all its interest 
Another, strictly within the terr 

BYBEHt'fAKUUTXUN Wu JOHN ShtbbtN 


the gene sequence of PhiX-1 74 might contain messages 
' - ' ’ ’ • * * - their reasoning, si-'- 
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• • OTHER LIFE FORMS .* 
mayhave Known about * 
THEROSICRUCIANi 
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Countdown to the Eighties 

and take off with OMNI—the ft^st magazine of the 
twenty-first century Light years beyond the techno¬ 
logical potential of today's science—atert to the 
myrrad possibilities of the futuie-OMNi foresees a 
world of growing intellectual vitality, expanding 
dreams and infinite hope, a world in which the magt- 

Editorially, OMNI pursues that which is probable 
withtn the-conlexf of that which is known Each month 
OMNI presents the latest developments tn science 
and technology and strives to predict their impact an 
the future, The most adventurous andforward-tooking 



Ognrui 


Alvin loftier, Buckminster Fuller. Stephen Hawking, 
Robert Ja straw and U Good have their work featured 
or are profiled and interviewed Top science fiction 
writers such as Arthur C Clarke, Isaac Asimov, Robert 
1 Ray Bradbury prophesy the philosoph- 
and-structural realities of the world to., 
e world's first publication to combine 
and science fact the first publication 
normal phenome a the s mple dignify 


Lift off with a subscription 

annrui 
























QThe long, thin lips 
quivered and moved; the 
strange sequence 
of whistles and clicks 
emerged softly . 
while the little metal 
grille said, 
























































































FROSCH DROPS A BOMB 


PEOPLE 



shortly thereafter The Asahi Broadcasting 
Corporation of Tokyo, which previously 
picked up Jacob Bronowskl’s The Ascent 
of Man and John Kenneth Galbraith’s The 
Age of Uncertainty {both PBS 
productions), has now agreed to televise 
Cosmos as well While watching Sagan 
film a segment of the show recently, a 
group of Asahi executives became very 
obviously enthusiastic and one remarked, 
’ That Sagan will go over well Much better 
than Bronowski or Galbraith " ’’Why'?" our 
reporter asked him "Because,” explained 
the Oriental businessman, * he looks 


Stanley Milgram, the social psychologist 
who shocked the country with his 
obedience-to-authority experiment two 
decades ago, revealed an unusual fact 
about that project to writer Douglas 
Colligan, who was interviewing him for an 
upcoming Omni profile After the interview, 
Milgram asked Colligan whether ie ie 


FreemanjDyson, the Princeton physicist, 
whose tiboWDisturbmg the Universe had 

"Freeman Dyson 1 Freeman Dyson r 

again ” Without further ado he took 
Colligan into the inner reaches of his 
offices at the Graduate Center of the City 
University of New York There, in a back 
room MTlgram revealed the Machine It 
was the terrifying shock generator he had 
used in his obedience-to-authonty 
experiment Subjects were made to think 
- L -stering 


,e, but it looked 


450-volt jolts to strapped-down ”vi 
didn’t do anything, of- l ~ ‘ i 

Milgram disclosed that he had built part 
of the machine with his own hands while 
he was at Princeton’s Institute for 
Advanced Studies ’’During that time I kept 
hearing this name Freeman Dyson over 
and over’ So it was only natural, Milgram 
said, that when he finished making the 
machine and needed a name for it He 
pointed to a label on the side of the gener¬ 
ator It read, "Dyson Instrument Co.”OO 


























GIOBM TECHflOIOGV 










































EXPUDRMTIOnJS 













































































] 



The Motion Picture 


STAR TREK™ POSTERS 

FULL COLOR POSTERS APPROXIMATELY 2 FEET BY 3 FEET 



ADDRESS_ 

CITY_ 


N CHROME MYLAR. 


SEND THIS COUPON ALONG WITH 
CHECK, OR MONEY ORDER TO. 

SALES CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
350 TOWNSEND ST. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94107 














































and readers confront the “Wnposabble" 


GARDES 























































SWINGER SPEAKS 

LA5T LflJORD 































THE OFFICIAL 
35MM CAMERA QF 
THE 1980 OLYMPIC 
WINTER GAMES 


the years go by, 

equivalent performance. And rte something that 
simply-can’t be faked ' 

Its inevitable that considering Olympian 
achievement calls to mind superlative statement 
At Canon, we don't use superlatives lightly.We . 
take being "best” very seriously 




Canon 














